
Literature Planning: Primary Reading Assignments

Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

1

A History of  the 
American People, 
Europe and the 
Transatlantic 

Adventure; Raleigh, 
the the Proto-

American

2

A History of  the 
American People, 

Roanoke Disaster; 
Jamestown: The First 

Permanent 
Settlement

3

A History of  the 
American People, 

Mayflower and the 
Formative Event; 

John Winthrop and 
His ‘Little Speech’ on 

Liberty

1

4

A History of  the 
American People, Roger 
Williams: The First 

Dissentient; The 
Catholics in 
Maryland
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

5

A History of  the 
American People, The 

Primitive Structure of 
Colonial America; 
Carolina: The First 

Slave State

2

6

A History of  the 
American People, 

Cotton Mather and 
the End of  the 
Puritan Utopia; 

Oglethorpe and Early 
Georgia

7

A History of  the 
American People, Why 

Colonial Control Did 
Not Work; The Rise 

of  Philadelphia

3

8

A History of  the 
American People, 

Elected Assemblies 
versus the Governors;  

The Great 
Awakening and Its 

Political Impact

9

 A History of  the 
American People, 

George Washington 
and the War against 
France; Poor Quality 
of  British Leadership 

4
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

10

A History of  the 
American People, The 
Role of  Benjamin 
Franklin; Thomas 
Jefferson and the 
Declaration of  
Independence

11

A History of  the 
American People, The 

Galvanizing Effect of  
Tom Paine; 

Washington, the War, 
and the Intervention 

of  Europe

5

12

A History of  the 
American People, 

Patriots and Loyalists: 
America’s First Civil 

War; The 
Constitutional 

Convention

13

A History of  the 
American People, The 
Ratification Debate; 
Citizen, the Suffrage, 
and “The Tyranny of 

the Majority”

6

14

A History of  the 
American People, The 
Role of  Religion in 

the Constitution; The 
Presidency, Hamilton, 

and Public Finance
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

15

A History of  the 
American People, 

Success of  
Washington and His 

Farewell Address; 
John Adams and the 

European War

7

16

A History of  the 
American People, 

Central Importance 
of  John Marshall; 

Jefferson’s 
Ambivalent Rule and 

Character

17

A History of  the 
American People, The 
Louisiana Purchase; 
Madison’s Blunders 

and Their 
Punishment

8

18

A History of  the 
American People, 

Andrew Jackson, the 
Deus Ex Machina; 

Jackson and the 
Destruction of  the 

Indians

19

A History of  the 
American People, 

Andrew Jackson, the 
Deus Ex Machina; 

Jackson and the 
Destruction of  the 

Indians

9
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

20

A History of  the 
American People, 
Spread of  the 

Religious Sects; 
Emergence of  the 
South and King 

Cotton

21

A History of  the 
American People, The 

Missouri 
Compromise; Henry 

Clay

10

22

A History of  the 
American People, The 

Advent of  Jacksonian 
Democracy; The War 

against the Bank

23

A History of  the 
American People, 

America’s 
Agricultural 
revolution; 

Revolution in 
Transportation and 
Communications

24

A History of  the 
American People, Polk 

and the Mexican 
War; De Tocqueville 

and the Emerging 
Supernation
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

25

A History of  the 
American People, The 

Ideology of  the 
North-South Battle; 

Emerson and the 
Birth of  an American 

Culture

11

26

A History of  the 
American People, 

Longfellow, Poe, and 
Hawthornian 

Psychology; The Era 
of  Pierce and 

Buchanan

27

A History of  the 
American People, 
Ultimate and 

Proximate Causes of  
the Civil War; The 

Rise of  Lincoln

12

28

A History of  the 
American People, 
Centrality of  

Preserving the Union; 
The Election of  1860

29

A History of  the 
American People, 

Jefferson Davis and 
Why the South 

Fought; Why the 
South Was Virtually 

Bound to Lose

13
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

30

A History of  the 
American People, The 
Churches and the 

War; The War among 
the Generals

31

A History of  the 
American People, 

Gettysburg: “Too 
Bad! Too Bad! Oh! 
TOO BAD!”; The 

Triumph and 
Tragedy of  Lincoln

14

32

A History of  the 
American People, 

Andrew Johnson and 
the Two 

Reconstructions; 
Modern America and 

Its Aging Process

33

A History of  the 
American People, Mass-

Immigration and 
“Thinking Big”; 

Indians and Settlers, 
Cowboys and 
Desperados

15

34

A History of  the 
American People, The 
Significance of  the 

Frontier; Centrality of 
Railroads
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

35

A History of  the 
American People, Did 
the Robber Barons 

Really Exist?; 
Carnegie, Steel, and 

American 
Philanthropy

16

36

A History of  the 
American People, 

Pierpoint Morgan 
and Wall Street; 
Trusts and Anti-

Trusts

37

A History of  the 
American People, 
Monster Cities: 

Chicago and New 
York; The urban Rich 

and Poor

17

38

A History of  the 
American People, 

American Science 
and Culture: Edison 
and Tiffany; Church, 

Bierstadt, and the 
Limitless Landscape

39

A History of  the 
American People, 

Bringing Luxury to 
the Masses; The Rise 

of  Labor and 
Muckraking

18
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

40

A History of  the 
American People, 

Standard Oil and 
Henry Ford; 

Populism, 
Imperialism, and the 
Spanish-American 

War

41

A History of  the 
American People, 

Theodore Roosevelt 
and His Golden Age

19

42 none

43 none 20

44 none
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Literature Planning: Alternate Reading Assignments

Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

1
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 1–12

2
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 12–23

3
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 23-36 1

4
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 36–50
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

5
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 50–61 2

6
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 62–72

7
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 72–86 3

8
America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 87–102

9
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 102–115 4
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

10
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 115–126

11
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 141–153 5

12
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 126–141

13
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 153–165 6

14
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 165–176
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

15
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 177–189 7

16
 America, The Last Best 

Hope, pp. 189–198

17
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 198–212 8

18
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 212–227

19
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 227–240 9
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

20
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 240–253

21
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 253–263 10

22
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 263–278

23
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 278–296

24
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 296–310
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

25
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 311–323 11

26
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 323–334

27
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 334–349 12

28
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 349–368

29
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 368–382 13
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

30
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 382–391

31
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 392–408 14

32
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 408–420

33
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 420–433 15

34
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 434–446
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

35
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 447–458 16

36
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 459–472

37
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 472–485 17

38
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 485–497

39
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 497–510 18
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

40
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 510–523

41
America, The Last Best 
Hope, pp. 523–525 19

42 none

43 none 20

44 none
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Literature Planning

Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

1

2

3 1

4
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

5 2

6

7 3

8

9 4
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

10

11 5

12

13 6

14
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

15 7

16

17 8

18

19 9
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

20

21 10

22

23

24
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

25 11

26

27 12

28

29 13
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

30

31 14

32

33 15

34
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Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

35 16

36

37 17

38

39 18

The King”s Meadow Humanities Curriculum: American Culture
 Literature Planning


 26



Date Lesson Primary Text Opp. Literature Projects

40

41 19

42

43 20

44
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